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“Interesting part of the world. Perhaps you ‘Il get a contract for some rare 
snow beast. A barbegazi, or a wendigo...Or a, uh, an amarok." 


—Ciri to Geralt of Rivia 


Le ; : Barbegazi 
A barbegazi is a type of insectoid 
mH oN 


monster found in the deepest parts 

of mines and caves, believed to x 

originate from a theorized sublayer gx » , 

of the world known as Thios Aine. : Xi 
et 


They are also known for their ability 
ei 
w 198) 


to mimic human speech. 
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Classification Insectoid 


Lifespan 


Intelligence 


Nature 


Range 


Habitat 


Diet 


Prey 


Predators 


5 years 


Barbegazis lack true 
sentience, much 

or ravens that can mimic 
sounds without 
understanding their 
meaning 


Generally, not aggressive 


Underground 


Mines and caves 


Carnivorous 


Their diet includes insects, 
rodents, and occasionally 
other smaller underground 
dwellers. However, due to 
he extensive exploitation of 
underground resources by 
dwarves, gnomes, and 
humans, barbegazis 
sometimes come into 
contact with these beings. 
When disturbed, they can 
become aggressive and may 
attack to defend their 
erritory. These attacks are 
ypically defensive rather 
han predatory, as 
barbegazis do not normally 
hunt larger creatures unless 
provoked. 


Vespertyls 


i ae de >t 


Appearance 


Barbegazis resemble dirty, hairy rocks, blending seamlessly into their rocky 


surroundings. Their deceptive appearance is compounded by their very sharp 


teeth, which are capable of tearing through tough flesh. Their most distinctive 
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Female Witchers 


School of the Crane 
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feature is a hard shell that provides significant protection, making them highly 
resistant to all types of attacks, especially from their primary predator, the 
vespertyls. This shell is not only a defense mechanism but also serves to 
camouflage them in their natural habitat, helping them avoid detection. Their size 
is around that of a small boulder, typically ranging from one to two feet in 


diameter, making them appear as innocuous stones to the untrained eye. 


Habitat 6 a 


Barbegazis inhabit the deepest depths of mines and caves, often in the same 
environments as vespertyls, bat-like creatures that share their subterranean 
world. These creatures prefer the darkest and most secluded parts of the 
underground, where they can remain undisturbed. The presence of both 
barbegazis and vespertyls in the same locations often leads to a unique 
ecosystem, where each species has adapted to coexist, with vespertyls preying 


on barbegazis and other smaller creatures. 


Behavior 6 A 


Generally, barbegazis are not aggressive. However, the continuous expansion of 
mining operations into their territory has occasionally provoked them into 
attacking in groups. These attacks are often the result of miners mistaking 
barbegazis for ordinary rocks and inadvertently disturbing them. Despite their 
capacity to imitate human speech, barbegazis lack true sentience, much like 
parrots or ravens that can mimic sounds without understanding their meaning. 


Most barbegazi attacks occur in the spring, as the slightly warmer weather rouses 
them from hibernation. They hibernate from fall to early spring, conserving 
energy during the colder months and becoming active mainly in spring and 


summer. During these active periods, they are more likely to encounter miners. 


Barbegazis are carnivorous, primarily feeding on small subterranean creatures. 
Their diet includes insects, rodents, and occasionally other smaller underground 
dwellers. However, due to the extensive exploitation of underground resources by 
dwarves, gnomes, and humans, barbegazis sometimes come into contact with 
these beings. When disturbed, they can become aggressive and may attack to 
defend their territory. These attacks are typically defensive rather than predatory, 


as barbegazis do not normally hunt larger creatures unless provoked. 


Biology 6 a 


Barbegazis have a lifespan of around five human years, during which they 


undergo several stages of development. They start as small, rock-like eggs 
hidden deep within the crevices of caves. After hatching, the young barbegazis 
are highly vulnerable and rely on their camouflage and hard shell for protection. 
As they mature, their shells harden further, and they develop the sharp teeth 


necessary for their carnivorous diet. 


Barbegazis also possess an interesting reproductive cycle. They reproduce once 
in their lifetime, typically during the height of summer when they are most active. 
The female lays a clutch of eggs in a secluded part of the cave, where they are 
guarded until they hatch. The young barbegazis are then left to fend for 
themselves, quickly adapting to their harsh environment. Like many other 
insectoids, they are hermaprodhite, with their sex depending on which 


temperature they were born. 


In addition to their physical adaptations, barbegazis have developed an acute 
sense of hearing, allowing them to detect the slightest movements and sounds in 
their surroundings. This keen sense helps them avoid predators and locate prey, 


ensuring their survival in the challenging conditions of the underground. 


Slaying a 


Slaying a barbegazi requires a strategic approach due to their hard shells and 
group attack behavior. Like other insectoids, such as giant centipedes, 
barbegazis are vulnerable to fire. However, their hard shells provide them with 
some resistance, so fire alone is not always sufficient. When combating a 
barbegazi, a witcher should utilize the Igni Sign, which is particularly effective 
against them. 


Additionally, applying insectoid oil to a silver sword can enhance the damage 
dealt to barbegazis. The Blizz 8 is also recommended to enhance the 
witcher's speed and reflexes, as barbegazis are faster due to their small size. 
These monsters have an ability similar to that of the shaelmaar, which allows 
them to roll into a ball and launch themselves at their enemy. After the impact, 
they will often jump and attempt to bite their opponent with their sharp teeth. 
The shell of one barbegazi is hard enough to knock a person out and cause a 


witcher to sustain medium wounds in many cases. 


To counter this, it is advisable to use the Aard Sign to stun and push them 
backward. This moment of disorientation can be crucial, as it often flips the 
barbegazi onto its back, exposing its vulnerable underside. Taking advantage of 
this opportunity, the witcher can then strike at the exposed weak point to finish 


the monster off. 
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